
International Parent

Child Abduction

We recognise that many of our clients may be worried about their children being removed from Australia by the other

parent after separation. While the thought of this is distressing, there are steps you can take to stop this. 

What to do if you are worried your child might be taken overseas without 

your permission:

Child Passport Alert 

Passports  

Parents can request a ‘child passport alert’ with the Australian Passports Office. This alert will trigger the Australian

Passports Office to pay special attention if a passport application is made for a child. The alert will stay in place for a

period of 12 months unless a court order about this is made or the child turns 18. 

It is important to know that the alert does not prevent a passport from being issued. It also does not prevent a child

from being removed from Australia if a valid passport has already been issued. You can find further information

about this by calling the Australian Passports Office on 131 232. 

In Australia, both parents are usually required to sign an application for a child’s passport. See our Factsheet about

passports and travel for children here.

Airport Watch List Order

Parents can also apply for an Airport Watch List Order to stop a child travelling outside Australia. To apply for an

Airport Watch List Order, you will be required to file an application with the Federal Circuit and Family Court of

Australia (FCFCOA) seeking an order for overseas travel to be limited or prevented. The Airport Watch List Order

will alert the Australian Federal Police so that they stop the unlawful removal of children from Australia. 

Once a child is placed on the Watchlist, travel outside Australia with the child will not be allowed. This means that you

will also be stopped from travelling overseas with your child. If you want to travel overseas with your child, then you

will need a court order that allows this. If you are not sure if your child is already on the Airport Watchlist, you can

complete an enquiry form to check.

https://www.northernclc.org.au/_files/ugd/e82a5a_2e1469bbfd1f4ecb8919bce1931f88fe.pdf


Recovery Orders 

If your child is taken from Australia without your permission, you may be able to apply to the FCFCOA for an order

that requires that a child be returned to Australia. This process is only possible with some and not all countries. 

If your child has already been removed from Australia, we recommend you seek urgent legal advice.

 Apply for a child passport alert in case Joe makes an application for an Australian passport for Mia; and

 Apply to the FCFCOA seeking an order that stops Mia from leaving the country.

Mary and Joe met in Australia in 2015. Mary was born in Australia. Joe was born in Lebanon and arrived in

Australia in 2013. Joe holds a current working visa in Australia. Mary and Joe separated in 2021 and have a four-

year-old daughter, Mia. There are no parenting orders in place for Mia. There is an informal agreement for Joe to

spend time with Mia on alternate weekends. Mary has recently found out that Joe has resigned from his job, sold

his property, and has been communicating with his family in Lebanon about travelling to Lebanon with Mia. Mary

has not been able to communicate with Joe’s family in Lebanon since the relationship broke down.

Mary has come to NCLC as she has concerns Joe may take Mia from Australia. Mia does not hold an Australian

passport. Mary is unsure as to whether Joe has applied for a Lebanese passport on Mia’s behalf. Mary has sought

our advice as to what action she can take to prevent Mia from being removed from Australia. 

NCLC can provide advice to Mary to:

1.

2.

Example: 

If you are a parent with concerns about the removal of

children from Australia or you want more information, please

contact NCLC on (03) 9310 4376.


